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CORIO VERTUE - V99
ANDY INDRANS

When I  bought Corio Vertue back in 2003
litt le did I  realize what I  was gett ing into
with the ownership of a 50 year old wooden
boat,  not so much the restoration and
maintenance work but her history and the
people associated with her.

I  knew of the myths and epic voyages undertaken
by Ver tues and had been lus t ing af ter  one for
years but never expected to f ind one in Austral ia.
So when I  came across CV for  sa le  in  Sydney
I  jus t  had to  go up and have a look.  Hav ing
read volumes of Classic Boat magazine I  thought
I  knew every th ing about  the p i t fa l ls  o f  buy ing
an o ld wooden boat  that  could become a pro ject
that never actual ly concludes with the boat reaching
the water .  Consequent ly ,  I  went  prepared wi th
an extensive check l is t  that I  would fo l low assiduously
before  committ ing to c lassic wooden boat ownership.

On f i rs t  see ing CV I  was smi t ten – my f i rs t
v iew of  a  Ver tue other  than in  photographs.  I
fo l lowed my check l is t  and d iscovered qu i te  a
few issues but  the boat  seemed qui te  sound.
Af ter  near ly  2  years  on a moor ing she was a
b i t  o f  mess down below.  My hear t  sa id  make
an of fer  but  my head intervened and I  organised
for  a  surveyor  to  go over  the boat  and f lew
back to  Melbourne.

To say I  was shocked with the 8 page surveyor ’s
report  would be a bi t  of  an understatement.  However,
I  was not  go ing to  le t  CV go that  eas i ly  and
discussed the major  issues wi th  the surveyor .
What real ly mattered was that the hul l  was sound
and any issues above the water l ine I  cou ld  f ix
mysel f .  Af ter  work ing out  what  i t  would cost  to
have the problems f ixed, and new f i t t ings instal led
I  made a r id icu lous ly  low of fer  to  the broker .
Af ter  about  an hour  I  got  a  phone ca l l  say ing
I  was the new owner  o f  CV.

As CV was not  in  a  f i t  s ta te  to  be sa i led f rom
Sydney to  Melbourne I  had her  t rucked down to
her new home at Westernport  Marina in Hast ings
and immediate ly  set  about  sor t ing out  the good
and bad,  and removing a l l  w i r ing and p lumbing.
I  had not  been go ing very  long when a chap
approached and asked for  the name of  the boat .
When I  rep l ied "Cor io  Ver tue"  you could  not
be l ieve my absolu te  surpr ise when he sa id  that
he had sai led in CV in the mid 1960's and hadn' t
seen her  s ince.  Af ter  in t roducing h imsel f  as Rob
Stott  the next couple of  hours were spent ta lk ing
about  Rob 's  t imes on the boat  and about  Wi l
Heard the f i rs t  owner  and bu i lder  o f  CV.

A couple o f  weeks la ter  Rob came in to  the boat

Corio Vertue Not long after her launch

Wil Heard and his crew display some of Corio Vertue’s silver.

Page 25

 Classic Yacht Association of Australia Issue 34 - December 2013 © CYAA

The 25ft Geelong sloop Corio Vertue, outright winner of the
Queenscliff- Devonport yacht race, pictured  at Devonport with its
crew. Corio Vertue, the smallest yacht in the field also gained first
placing in the second division of the race. The trim sloop took 51
hours 55 seconds for the Strait crossing. Crew members are (from
left), Darrel Morrison, Jack Stewart, Wil Heard (skipper) and Robert
Stott. (Photo Caption)
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yard and presented me with some newspaper cutt ings
about CV's win in the 1965 Queenscl i f f  – to Devonport
yacht  race.  As Rob re la ted the s tory  the boat
d id  not  win  by boat  speed but  sheer  cunning.
The race f leet  was c lose to  the ent rance of  the
Mersey River  when the wind d ied and the race
f leet  s tar ted dr i f t ing backwards wi th  the t ide.  CV
was c lose to  shore and Wi l  Heard dropped the
anchor and watched the f leet  dr i f t  past  h im. Once
the wind p icked up CV was ahead of  the f leet
and crossed the f in ish l ine f i rs t !

With CV came some histor ical  documents including
her  rac ing h is tory  as documented by Wi l  Heard,
and a record of  sa le  f rom each owner  o f  CV of
which I  am the n in th .  In  the ten years  o f  rac ing
out  o f  the Royal  Geelong Yacht  Club,  under  Wi l
Heard,  CV had 85 p lac ing ’s  o f  which 32 were
f i rs ts ,  however  Wi l  Heard wrote th is  note a t  the
at the bottom of the her race history:  “ I f  I ’d owned
her  again  I  would not  bother  wi th  rac ing.  Too
much t rouble  and one ends up back in  the ra t
race. ”

In  2009 I  entered CV in  the Skandia Geelong
Week Regatta.  After  a chal lenging long beat in 20-25
knot wester ly  winds ‘Cor io Ver tue ’ made i t  to
Geelong for the Skandia Week regatta.  Sai ls of ten
in  the water  and crew soaked by waves,  a f ter
12 hours  we dec ided to  abandon rac ing in  order
to get  to  the mar ina before n ight fa l l .  Even though
we were the las t  boat  home,  and were very  wet
and weary a f ter  our  s log,  I  fe l t  a  great  sense
of  pr ide and emot ion in  br ing ing CV back to  her
home in  Cor io  Bay,  and was sure Wi l l  Heard was
look ing over  her .

CV’s  g lory  came on the las t  day of  rac ing where
wi th  some cunning s t ra tegy,  and uncanny boat
handl ing sk i l ls  the sk ipper got  CV a f i rs t p lace
on corrected t ime -  CV had won her  f i rs t  t rophy
in  our  ownersh ip !

But  the s tory  cont inues.  Whi le  CV was moored
at  the Geelong Yacht  Club she had a couple o f
in terested v is i tors .

  The f i rs t  was a person re la ted to  Gi l  A l lbut ,
the boat  bu i lder ,  and knew of  Gi l l ’s  fondness for
CV.

  The second  was f rom Darre l  Morr ison who
sai led wi th  Wi l  on h is  t r ips  to  Tasmania,  and
was the commodore of  the Queensc l i f f  Cru is ing
Yacht  Club.

Feel ing a b i t  in tox icated wi th  CV's  success and
the people who I  had met  I  had a need to  v is i t
the gents  a t  the Geelong Yacht  Club and was
minding my own business  when a qui te inebr iated
chap ro l led up next  to  me and asked me about
the t ime I  had wi th  the regat ta .  I t  turns out  that
th is  chap was the race of f icer  for  the c lass ic
f leet  (o f  two yachts)  had ad jud icated CV’s  win
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Corio Vertue in race winning form. 2012 Geelong Festival of Sails
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and had raced against  Wi l  Heard in  the 60 's  &
70 's  and had a sof t  spot  for  CV.

As is  o f ten the case one co inc idence leads to
another .  I  had been post ing to  the Wooden Boat
forum regard ing the progress of  CVs restorat ion
and by pure chance on of  the forum members
sent  me the fo l lowing emai l :

Hi Guys,
The Cor io  Ver tue was my Grandfather ’s  yacht ,
he was the f i rs t  owner ,  he raced i t  before I  was
born. We did some sai l ing together,  but not enough.
We never  ta lked much unt i l  he got  rea l ly  o ld  and
we started ta lk ing about ocean racing, Internat ional
Dragons, Etchel ls,  a f r iend's teak Cheoy Lee (Marco
Polo)  that  I  borrowed a few t imes and of  course
the Geelong Footy  Club.  I 'm in  Sydney now and
he cher ished my ca l ls .

When he passed away he le f t  me the t rophies,
a  br ie f  log,  photos and a model  ( to  sca le)  o f
the Cor io Veture.  I  see the Cor io Vertue everyday
i t ’s  in  my lounge room (don ' t  laugh I 'm a t rag ic) .
The Devonpor t  t rophy and photos,  ( I  scanned)
and gave to  my Mum.
So when I  t r ipped over  Andy 's  Web page and
th is  forum I  was amazed.  I  had g iven up on the
yacht  ever  be ing restored;  I  heard you raced i t
in  the Geelong regat ta .
There are many s tor ies ,  about  how the keel  was
la id  up,  running repai rs ,  beat ing Lou Abraham's
(46 t imber  SS Vi t tor ia)  and more.  Andy i f  you
want  the or ig ina l  race medal l ions there a l l  yours ,
they be long on the yacht  not under  my house
in  a  box.

She is  a  narrow g i r l . . . .but  i t  w i l l  go anywhere,
Andy wel l  done,  the yacht  looks br i l l iant .
I f  anybody know’s  how to  get  in  touch wi th  Andy
please do .

We eventua l ly  got  in  touch wi th  each other  and

as Stuart  was coming down to Geelong for Christmas I
inv i ted  h im and  h is  fa ther  to  come and
see CV at Westernpor t Mar ina.  Stuar t  brought
some of  the medal l ions and race pennants  he
was ta lk ing about,  and also his father 's scrapbook
of CV.  We spent  a  lo t  o f  t ime ta lk ing about  CV
and Wi l Heard and I  s t i l l  keep h im posted on
CV’s  exp lo i ts .

Dur ing 2011 CV returned to  the Geelong Week
regatta and was last  across the l ine with 2 minutes
and 37 seconds to  spare whereas in  1966 she
came f i rst  in her div is ion for  the same race. There
were no race v ic tor ies  th is  t ime around,  however
an amazing photograph of CV was taken by professional
photographer  A lex McKinnon – a  copy of  which
is  hanging proudly  a t  home.

That  same year  I  v is i ted the Hobart  Wooden Boat
Fest iva l  (w i thout  CV) and was hosted by Michael
Vaughan who I  met  on the In ternet  as he owns
a Mark I I  Ver tue – Is land Ver tue.  We met  up at
the Royal  Tasmania Yacht  Club and got  in to  a
conversat ion wi th  a  passer-by who commented
on Michael ’s  good look ing yacht .  I ’m not  sure
how i t  came about  but  CV’s  name was dropped
and the passer  by amazed us wi th  the fact  that
h is  fa ther ’s  yacht  was bu i l t  next  to  CV at  Gi l l
A lbut t ’s  Queensc l i f f  boat  yard in  1960!

Having had these encounters  wi th  people who
have been assoc ia ted in  some way wi th  CV has
given me a whole new perspect ive on boat ownership.
Yes,  she has a l l  the v i r tues of  a  c lass ic  yacht
which is  reason enough for  boat  ownersh ip ,  but
the fact  that CV has a history and is wel l  remembered
is  someth ing qu i te  d i f ferent .  The best  I  can come
up wi th is  that  CV has soul  which seems to come
al ive when I  sa i l  in  her  and th ink o f  Wi l  Heard
and how he would sa i l  her .

There is  p lenty  of  work s t i l l  to  do on CV however
she is a boat that wants to be sai led and therefore

restorat ion work is  l imi ted between
the CYAA winter  and summer race
ser ies.  CV’s  rac ing exp lo i ts  around
Por t  Phi l ip  Bay and across Bass
Stra i t  ga ined her  and Wi l  Heard a
reputat ion of  being a very compet i t ive
racers  and I  w i l l  t ry  to  uphold that
status with in the CYYA racing ser ies’ .
We may not  be ab le  to  compete
wi th  the ocean greyhounds and the
z ippy Tums in  l ight  a i rs ,  but  watch
out  when the wind p icks up! .

News Flash Dec 15 2013

Cor io  took on Melbourne’s  Class ic
Yacht  rac ing f leet  and handed out
a stern chaser sai l ing lesson in the
pursu i t  race that  wrapped up the
2013 (CYAA Vic tor ia)  Cup Regat ta .




